Why the Wehrmacht did not get helicopters: "We fear that the Fl-282 will be eezeiet to the Fiihrer." 
For many years, helicopters have been an indispensable part of modern armed forces around the world. 
Liaison, transport, anti-submarine warfare, rescue, artillery reconnaissance and ground support cover 
only a small part of the rotorcraft's capabilities. But even Germany's struggling Wehrmacht could have 
been equipped with superior rotorcraft in time during World War II if only certain agencies had 
allowed it. All too often, German progress in this field is overshadowed by the development of wonder 
weapons and other high technologies. In fact, the Wehrmacht, still partly dependent on the horse until 
the end, could have been >airmobile<, similar to the Americans later in Korea or Vietnam. By the end 
of 1942, Germany's engineers had developed an operational helicopter, the Flettner Fl-282. It had 
already been successfully tested in the Mediterranean as a submarine fighter. All that was now missing 
was the order to launch it.1 The Fl-282 had no counterpart in the world. So it became known that a 
meeting of the General Luftzeugmeister on January 16, 1943, also dealt with helicopters and, in 
particular, an Army order for 1000 Fl-282s. Major General Kurt Kleinrath, Chief of the 6th Division of 
the Luftwaffe Quartermaster General (Equipment), told those present at the meeting, "I informed 
Colonel Vorwald yesterday that the Fl-282, which had been placed at the disposal of General Zeitzler 
by the General Luftzeugmeister, was wrongly presented at a large exhibition of winter vehicles. The 
Army is now behaving as if this helicopter were the solution to their problems... Yes, but with the 
influence now being exerted by the Reich Armaments Minister and the way the Army is now behaving, 
as if it were their >box<, we fear that the Fl-282 will be presented to the Fiihrer. We are concerned 
that we will receive a sudden order from the Fuehrer that the Luftwaffe produce a thousand Fl-282s for 
the Army." An incredible event! Despite the wishes of several leading RLM officials that Hitler not see 
the Fl-282, it is known that this happened anyway. The exact date of this demonstration is not known, a 
date at the end of January 1943 is probable. There is a photograph showing Hitler in front of an Fl-282 
accompanied by a number of personalities such as Zeitzler, Himmler, Speer and Keitel. Horrified, 
Kleinrath therefore reacted at a GL meeting a few days later: "We have to report this to the 
Reichsmarschall, because the Fuehrer, after seeing experiments with the helicopter at his headquarters, 
said: >Continue with it!<" An order for a thousand FI-282s is then also mentioned several times, but 
not fulfilled. The Fl-282s should then have been produced at the BMW factory in Eisenach. However, 
there were no preparations to produce the thousand helicopters there. Nor was the production of the 
Sh-314 engines needed for them accelerated. So it looks as if the production order was systematically 
suppressed without a sound. Flettner had not even been given enough resources to produce the Fe-282s 
needed to set up a test squadron. This was even more surprising since in the meantime the Luftwaffe, 
Navy and Army were urgently calling for helicopters. On October 12, 1943, the Flettner company, just 
like the Focke Achgelis company, manufacturer of the larger helicopter Fa223, was informed by the 
RLM that the production of helicopters was to be stopped altogether. In their desperation, the 
helicopter manufacturers now assured themselves of the support of Reichsfiihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler 
by referring to the successful tests with helicopters. But then the >HauptausschuB Flugzeugbau" at the 
Reichsluftfahrtministerium even forbade any testing of helicopters and recommended that all personnel 
should be immediately marched to the Messerschmitt company. Hitler, however, received a letter from 
SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Hans Jiittner, the head of the SS-Fiihrungsamt, expressing concern about the 
cessation of helicopter production. Hitler was equally convinced of the helicopter's extraordinary value 
to Army operations and ordered that a thousand workers be released monthly to ensure mass 
production. 200 Fa-223s were to be produced beginning in 1944. Germany would then have possessed 
air mobility through the use of helicopters, much as the U.S. later did in Korea or Vietnam. After much 
back and forth, production of the Fa-223 >Dragon< and Fl-282 >Kolibri< helicopters now slowly got 
underway. But it was much too late. Only single pieces were finished before the end of the war. 


Germany's army, air force and navy thus had to do without their otherwise possible timely equipment 
with helicopters. In the Korean War, helicopters showed the Americans what they were capable of. 
There is no doubt that German helicopters could have achieved great things on the Eastern Front as 
early as 1943 if their introduction had not been prevented. Despite their experimental status, the few 
German helicopters were used in missions on the Eastern Front, some of which were adventurous to the 
end. For example, Fl-282s served as artillery observers for the 80 cm giant gun >Dora<. Three Fl-282 
>Kolibri< and three Fa-223 >Drache< served in an observation unit and were deployed on the Eastern 
Front from February 1945. They were able to achieve valuable reconnaissance results, but the strength 
level of the German Wehrmacht was already so weak that only the Russian advance could be followed 
closely on the basis of the information supplied. More >Kolibri< helicopters were also used from 
Berlin-Rangsdorf1 during the Battle of Berlin in April 1945 for close reconnaissance and artillery fire 
control until they were lost one by one by Russian fighters and flak. Most mysterious to this day are the 
flights of Luft-Transportstaffel 40 helicopters, with Fa-223s and Fl-282s taking over secretive transport 
flights in and out of trapped cities and fortresses in the final months before the end of the war. However, 
it is not true, as former Reich Armaments Minister Albert Speer wrote in the postwar period, that an Fl- 
282 was used to fly Gauleiter Hanke out of the enclosed city of Breslau on May 5, 1945. This flight was 
actually made by a Fiesler Fi-156 >Storch< aircraft. Hanna Reitsch also reported that she had originally 
planned to fly in a helicopter from Rechlin on April 26, 1945, to besieged Berlin with the new 
Luftwaffe commander-in-chief, Ritter von Greim, to visit Hitler in the Fiihrerbunker. Since the Fa-223 
helicopter planned for this purpose had been destroyed by an Allied bombing raid shortly before, it had 
to use an Arado Ar-96. In fact, however, there were three other Fa-223 helicopters stationed in the 
Berlin area. This type was then to be used to rescue Hitler and his entourage from the bunker if 
necessary. In fact, one of the Berlin Fa-223s was later found by Allied troops at the Hérsching airfield in 
Bavaria. From there, a Junkers Ju-290 A-6 took off at the last moment for Barcelona with unknown 
cargo.1 Cancelled again and again: why did the Luftwaffe not wage a strategic air war in the East in 
1943/45? A major failure of the German Luftwaffe leadership was not to have waged a strategic air war 
in the East, precisely where the Luftwaffe still held air superiority in 1943/44. Yet the necessity had 
been well recognized. Thus, in August 1943, Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring conducted a study 
under the name "Battle against the Russian Armaments Industry." 2-4 For this enterprise, the majority 
of Luftwaffe bomber units were placed under the command of General Rudolf Meister's 4th 
Fliegerkorps on 14 October 1943. Géring listed the objectives of the 4th Fliegerkorps in more detail on 
26 November 1943: "I intend to begin systematic air attacks against the Russian armaments industry by 
combining and employing the main force of heavy bomber units reinforced by special units under the 
command of the 4th Fliegerkorps. The task of these units will be to strike destructive blows against the 
Russian armaments industry in order to wipe out the masses of Russian tanks, artillery pieces, and 
aircraft before they can reach the front and thus bring relief to the hard-pressed Eastern Army which 
will be much greater than if these bombers had been used on the battlefield." This writing by the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe shows that he had grasped what was at stake. Unlike the 
relative ineffectiveness of Anglo-American strategic bombing against the decentralized German 
armaments industry, the vast Soviet armaments industries exhibited an extraordinarily high degree of 
concentration. In addition, the energy supply of the giant empire was not organized in a network but via 
island operation, which forced centralization. This had to be exploited. Over Russia at that time, there 
was also virtually no radar, no high-altitude fighters and none of the defense systems so characteristic of 
the high-tech race in the air battle over Germany. Location, bottleneck and turnkey production, right 
down to the installation of individual 

individual machines in the warehouses and their production processes were, as the archives still prove 


today, quite familiar to the Germans. The target maps even covered cities like Chelyabinsk and Ulan 
Bator. This precise information came from attaches of neutral states, from pre-war documents, long- 
range reconnaissance, agents, the interrogation of prisoners of war and from the evaluation of booty 
documents. In addition, there was the regular comparison of production numbers, which were neatly 
affixed to tanks, gun barrels and engines by the Soviets. The Germans knew that two-thirds of all Soviet 
battle tanks were manufactured in only three large factories in Tankograd, that heavy gun production 
was concentrated in two large factories (Chelyabinsk in particular), and that 50 percent of rubber 
production 

was located in a single plant around Saratov. This showed that fighting the armament industries from 
the air would have been strategically worthwhile. Nevertheless, relieving the Eastern Front by direct 
production losses and further subsequent relocation of the endangered industries was to remain an 
unrealized option by certain sections of the Luftwaffe leadership, as it had been in 1941, despite Reich 
Marshal's orders! Strategic attacks of the 4th Fliegerkorps began then in the night of 27/28 March 1944. 
Under the code name >Operation Wren< the bombers attacked the railroad junction in Sarni. It was 
against the wrong targets! The precise attack with Pathfinders was followed by two more air strikes in 
the following nights. From then on, the 4th Air Corps was regularly in the air at night and continued to 
fly mainly against Soviet stations and railroad junctions. The largest attack took place on the night of 
30/1. May 1944, when 252 German bombers struck the Sdolbunov junction. Between 180 to 190 He- 
111s usually attacked per mission, dropping about 200 tons of bombs. Since the twin-engine Do-217s, 
He-111s and Ju-88s of the Fliegerkorps Meister with eight fighter groups were finding it increasingly 
difficult to reach the key energy and industrial targets in the Gorky area because of the loss of space that 
had occurred in the meantime, the long-range He-177 bomber now came into play. Nevertheless, 
successful target attacks would also have been possible for the medium bombers from the night landing 
clear airfields GroBtkino, Dno and Pleskau (Luftflotte 1) as well as St. Bychow, Brobruisk North and 
Bobruisk South (Luftflotte 6) until June 1944. Unknown commanders, however, had even practice 
flights with target identification for aircrews discontinued. At the end of June, the Fliegerkorps Meister 
became known once again when it destroyed Anglo-American B-17 "Shuttle< bombers at Poltava and 
Belgorod by two major raids. Then, at the height of its operational successes, the 4th Fliegerkorps was 
forced to end its strategic missions after the start of >Operation Bagratiom and return to single tactical 
missions over the front. Shortly thereafter, the bomber squadrons in the east were disbanded because of 
fuel shortages. In fact, it looks as if Goering's directive to attack the recognized targets of the Soviet arms 
industry was successfully sabotaged. Once again, the key players remained in the background. Assuming 
the availability of a long-range bomber in sufficient numbers, a strategic bombing campaign for the 
Luftwaffe in the East would still have been successful in early 1944. After years of delays, the German 
Air Force in the east had a full squadron of Heinkel He-177 long-range bombers by April 1944. During 
the first half of 1944, the KG 1 heavy bombers were capable of reaching the USSR's armament plants 
on the upper Volga and Urals. The range of the aircraft with two FX 1400 guided bombs was 5500 km. 
The introduction of the He-177 "Greif< to the Eastern Front had been severely hampered in early 1944 
by peculiar organizational weaknesses in the mid-level air force command. Units destined for conversion 
had been flown off and shortages filled with inexperienced crews. The control of training was 
uncoordinated, and the assignment of operating equipment for the aircraft had not been coordinated 
with the assignment of fighter aircraft. The chaos was such that before the KG-1 began operations, there 
was only one airfield, Aalborg in Denmark, where the regulation training operation for the large aircraft 
could proceed in a secure manner. In addition, the planned front-line use of the He-177s was delayed by 
a perverse conversion of the finished long-range bombers. The He-177s had to be converted by the 
Sagan-Ktipper shipyard from the B configuration to the A configuration. But condition A meant short- 


range bomber! Thus, from the very beginning, attempts were made to prevent the He-177s from being 
used as long-range bombers. However, the conversion of the aircraft could only be partially carried out, 
since only 29 short-range conversion kits were available in Brandenburg. The 100 or so He-177s of KG1 
then flew successful missions from airfields at Prowehren and Seerappen in East Prussia on supply 
centers, troop concentrations and Red Army staging areas from altitudes around 6000 meters. The 
Soviets found themselves unable to even begin to impede the He-177's concentric attacks. Nevertheless, 
the missions of the He-177 again did not apply to any strategic targets of the Russian weapons industry. 
Their best-known attack was only against the important railroad junction of Velikiye Luki, 300 km 
west of Moscow. This deployment of KG1 against Velikiye Luki remained the first and also the only 
closed large-scale deployment of an He-177 squadron. The question is why this was so. Meanwhile, the 
operational FX-1400 glide bombs rotted in depots in the Reich territory under strange circumstances. 
Later, the KG1 heavy bombers were then senselessly decimated in single tactical sorties against Russian 
tanks flying low in ground combat support. Here, too, something had gone wrong. It had been 
explained to Goering that the Allies had successfully used strategic bombers against German army units 
in Normandy. However, these were carpet bombings of up to 200 four-engine bombers from medium 
to high altitudes, not low-level individual attacks in rotas of two planes each. The gentlemen had 
probably forgotten to forward these small "unimportant details to the Reichsmarschall! Nevertheless, by 
August 1944, there were still 80 He-177s left, the largest strategic long-range bomber fleet on either side 
of the Eastern Front. Shortly thereafter, KG1 was withdrawn from service in late July 1944 and 
decommissioned due to fuel shortages. It has never been known why Germany's existing medium and 
heavy bombers on the Eastern Front were allowed to attack only railroad targets and not target defense 
industries, as ordered by their commander-in-chief. A few weeks before the great winter battle in 
Poland, Luftflotte 6 was to be mustered once again at the end of November 1944, together with 
KG200, using >Mistel< tractors, Ju-290s, and He177s for an offensive against the electricity industry in 
the Soviet Union. In addition to >Mistel<, FX glide-fall bombs were to be used. Models of the targets, 
12 power plants around Moscow, Tula, Starinogorsk, Gorky and the Rybinsk reservoir, were presented 
to the pilots for study. Despite the most thorough preparations, the air strike, called "Unternehmen 
Eisenhammen," was postponed several times and finally canceled without explanation in March 1945. 
Afterwards, the remaining >Mistel< teams were used up one by one to fight the Oder and Vistula 
bridges. They were not designed for this purpose. Once again, combat of strategically promising targets 
(island principle of power generation) was not carried out. In the event of a successful annihilation strike 
against Russian power generation, the Soviet side would probably have had major replacement problems 
with destroyed tanks and artillery pieces in the vicinity of the 1945 Winter Battle. Would the 
"Eisenhammer enterprise< have made the decisive difference? We will never know. Again, it is more 
than a coincidence that the U.S. Air Force quite deliberately attacked the bases with "Misteh aircraft and 
was able to destroy many of them. Especially in the case of "Misteh large-scale missions, it became 
known in the postwar period that they had been betrayed to the Western Allies beforehand by German 
air force officers. The motive behind this was allegedly to prevent them.1 The 
Reichssicherheitshauptamt (RSHA) then ordered commando raids with four-engine long-range 
transports of the type Ju-290 of KG 200 to be carried out as part of "Operation Zeppelin<, in contrast 
to the repeatedly canceled raids by strategic bombers. After 1945 there was a conspicuous silence about 
the successes on the part of the Soviets. By chance it became known that at least one power station in the 
upper Volga was destroyed in the process. Not a single man of the soldiers of this commando enterprise 
came back. There are also Russian postwar reports of successful test attacks with German long-range 
missiles against armament targets in the Urals shortly before the end of the war. After the cancellation of 
"Unternehmen Eisenhammer" the Luftwaffe leadership did not give up yet and wanted to carry out 


another special enterprise at the last moment. For this purpose, 12 Junkers Ju-290s were to fly from 
Rechlin-Larz no later than April 20, 1945, to attack ten selected hydroelectric power plants as well as 
large refineries in Russia. The twelve bombers were to destroy ten targets and fly in three target groups. 
The weapons to be dropped were reportedly WM1000F and 

BM1000G. Two of these could have been carried under the fuselage of each aircraft. "Coincidentally," 
however, no fewer than 7 of the 12 Ju-290 aircraft standing by for the operation were destroyed in a 
major bombing raid by the Americans on the berths of "Operation Gertraud" on April 10, 1945. Two 
days earlier, the "Flying Fortresses" had also destroyed the 6 Heinkel He-277 long-range bombers 
prepared for an eastern mission near Eger. Coincidences do exist! It can be assumed with some certainty 
that the targets of "Operation Gertraud", large power plants as well as the refineries east of Moscow, on 
the upper, but also on the middle Volga up to the Urals, with a distance of 2000 km from the airfield 
throughout, could not be attacked with normal drop weapons by single aircraft with a chance of success. 
It is therefore clear that the Ju-290 and He-277 were to approach with unconventional weapons. How 
else could 10 difficult targets have been destroyed with only 18 aircraft? Ifa uranium bomb had hit a 
large power plant, the damage would have looked very different than 

after dropping a single conventional 1000 kg bomb. For "Operation Gertraud", probably the last 
planned attack by German bombers, the Luftwaffe High Command had mobilized all the fuel reserves 
that were still available. On April 14, 1945, "Gertraud was canceled! Why Stalin and Zhukov wanted to 
get to Berlin so quickly or: the betrayal of the German wonder weapons to the Soviets. In spite of all 
bottlenecks, hardships and defeats, Germany's soldiers still held their overstretched fronts against 
multiple superior forces in 1944/45, hoping for the wonder weapons Hitler had promised again and 
again. What had not already appeared! Assault rifles, long-range guided bombs, the jet fighter Me-262 
and the rocket fighter Me-163. Large parts of London and Antwerp were devastated by V-1 and V-2, 
but there were indications that much more powerful, really decisive "things" were in preparation. Only, 
would there be enough time to complete, test, and deliver Germany's atomic and hydrogen bombs and 
their delivery systems to the front lines? Germany's leadership would have been really worried if it had 
learned how precisely Stalin had long known about everything here, too. In the summer of 1942, the 
Soviet government began to investigate the possibility of nuclear war. Since 1941, the British spy John 
Cairncross and the scientist Klaus Fuchs had regularly provided the Russians with the details of successes 
and failures of the British and later American atomic project. With the effectiveness of Soviet 
intelligence, the necessary treason information about the Third Reich's atomic weapons project was also 
easily obtained. One of the suspected informants was the then head of the "Study Society* of the Osram 
Works in Berlin, Dr. Robert Rompe. Rompe had many contacts to leading scientists up to the 
"Uranium Project* and was up to date on various secret projects of German armament research. Already 
since the end of the thirties, the head of the Osram research department is said to have been on the 
payroll of Soviet intelligence services and after 1945 he held high scientific offices in the former GDR.1 
Such people were important for Stalin! In the same way Russia was interested in the rocket technology 
of the Third Reich. If one believes the official Soviet historiography on rocket technology, the Russians 
first came into contact with the German rocket weapons V-l and V-2 when a letter from Churchill to 
Stalin about the German rocket test site near Debice in Poland arrived in mid-1944. Churchill assumed 
that Soviet troops would soon capture the missile test site in Poland during their successful summer 
offensive. He asked that, after the Soviet occupation of the test site, a British fact-finding mission be 
allowed to enter to search for remnants of missiles and launching equipment. At that time, the Soviet 
missile specialists were completely unaware of the existence of the German missile program and the test 
site in Debice, history would have us believe. In fact, the Soviets had been constantly informed about 
the progress of the Germans in the field of rocket technology since the mid-1930s.2 It became known 


here that the Soviet secret agent "Breitenbach* alias Willi Lehmann had gained access to information 
about the German rocket program as early as 1935. Within a year, Lehmann had also participated in the 
testing of a 1.5-ton liquid-fueled engine for the EMW A-3 rockets. The six-page report he prepared on 
this was immediately forwarded to the Berlin resident of the NK VD, V. N. M. Zarubin to Moscow. It 
was already available to Stalin and Voroshilov on December 17, 1935. Thus, the Soviets had the most 
precise insight into the Peenemtinde rocket program even before the British and Americans, and already 
in 1936 a Russian questionnaire demanded information about Wernher von Braun: "Where does 
engineer Braun work? What is he working on? Is there any possibility of getting into his laboratory?" 
After Lehmann was arrested and shot in 1942 when the "Red Orchestra* was broken up, this thread of 
information about German rocket technology broke off: When the Soviets entered Debice on August 5, 
1944, they found debris of dismantled V-2 rockets and the remains of dismantled launching systems. 
The value of these remains is nevertheless to be estimated as high. The remains of a combustion chamber 
and a turbopump of a damaged A-4 made it possible to gather the first basic details about the German 
missile. It was established that the remains of a weapon had been found here which, according to Soviet 
scientists, should not actually exist. The same conclusions had been reached by their Western Allied 
colleagues in London when the A-4 hit there. On the Russian side, it was hoped that the analyses would 
be finally completed by October 15, 1944, so that proposals could be made for the development of an 
analogous unit in the Soviet Union. When a British team of specialists received a belated permission to 
investigate and arrived near Debice on August 19, 1944, the British were wrongly informed that the 
rocket center itself was still in the hands of the Germans. After a few days, they were after all allowed to 
enter the just "liberated site of Debice" to package a large number of rocket parts. But when the Soviet- 
supplied boxes were opened at Farnborough, the disappointed British found only parts of wrecked 
German planes inside. The contents had been replaced! This breach of trust subsequently led to an 
unprecedented hunt for German scientists between East and West. By further betrayal the Soviets also 
knew exactly what was going on in Peenemiinde. In addition to information about the V-l and V-2 and 
the intercontinental A-10, they learned precise details about the German atomic bomb program. On 
March 23, 1945, a Soviet agent of the GRU military intelligence reported that German atomic bombs 
had been successfully tested on March 3, 1945, and on March 12 of the same year at a military training 
area near Ohrdruf in Thuringia. The message probably had intermediate carriers, because it took about 
ten days to get from Ohrdruf to Moscow. GRU chief Ivan Ilitschow submitted this extremely 
important message to Red Army Chief of Staff Alexei Antonov, Stalin, and Molotov. The most likely 
source of the information about the German nuclear tests was Peter Adolf Thiessen. Thiessen was 
considered politically reliable at the time of the Third Reich. He had been briefed by Walter Gerlach 
about the experiments at Ohrdruf. He had sought and found contact with the communist resistance in 
March 1945. The transmission of the message to Moscow, probably took place via the GRU radio 
agents of the Georg THiELE group. Stalin urgently needed German nuclear technology. Alarmed, he 
therefore drove his soldiers against Berlin, although he had agreed that the city should be divided into 
several sectors at the end of the war. Today it is still claimed that the Russians wanted to conquer Berlin 
in 1945 before the Western Allies for political reasons, because they were full of mistrust towards the 
Western Allies. Stalin's interest in the Reich capital, however, came from espionage and treachery about 
German progress in atomic bomb research. The aim was to get the numerous German nuclear research 
centers around the Reich capital into Russian hands. Uranium stockpiles, production facilities, research 
laboratories, reactors, cyclotrons and nuclear V-1: Stalin knew exactly what awaited him in Berlin. The 
Russian nuclear weapons program under the password "Operation Borodino" was lagging far behind. 
Stalin knew exactly that the Americans were still in almost fatal difficulties with their atomic bomb 
project "Manhattan Project" in April 1945. Whoever would therefore get the German atomic bomb 


technology alone, world domination beckoned in the post-war period. This seemed worth any price! By 
the beginning of April 1945, the USA had conquered the Ohrdruf atomic weapons test site and the 
underground V-weapons factory in Nordhausen. Stalin therefore absolutely had to conquer Berlin if he 
did not want to fall behind. Without any consideration for casualties, the Russian soldiers were 

were deployed against the German positions west of the Oder on April 16, 1945. Only with heavy 
losses they managed to break through after days of fighting. The Russians were quite lucky that German 
saboteurs spared them a possible use of V-weapons with nuclear components as an "all-round defense" 
in the last days of the Second World War. V-I launching pads had already been set up near Linum in 
April 1945. General Zhukov then also feared the bombardment of his troops with "new types of 
rockets" and drove his troops to a hasty push on Berlin.1-3 Here, too, the Soviets knew. Of course, the 
official historians do not talk about it today. In 2002, however, the discovery of a Heinkel He-111 shot 
down on April 23, 1945, near Oranienburg, almost brought everything to light.4 This was probably an 
He-111 of the KG 200 secret squadron. To make the aircraft lighter, all defensive armament had been 
removed except for a small nose MG. Even its black camouflage paint wasn't enough for the He-111 
approaching Berlin-Gatow, as it was ordered to fly a day mission, only to be shot down by a German 
Bf-109 flying escort for the precious cargo, to the horror of witnesses on the ground. After the transport 
plane carrying the detonators for the nuclear warheads was destroyed, SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Dr. 
Kammler, the secret weapons plenipotentiary, ordered "all devices V-] near Berlin to be blown up 
immediately" that same day. The miracle failed, thanks to a German fighter pilot unknown to this day. 
Did Stalin know how narrowly he had escaped a catastrophe on the Oder at the time? Until the Red 
Army succeeded in conquering Berlin on May 2, 1945, in one of the bloodiest and most intense battles 
in human history. It now occupied the numerous German atomic 

bomb laboratories in the Berlin area, including the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute, the reactor in Gottow, 
and the facilities in Henningsdorf, Bad Saarow, Miersdorf and Kummersdorf. The Americans had still 
attempted to destroy the Auer plants in Oranienburg on March 15, 1945, by an extermination attack 
from the air. They were used for the processing of thorium and uranium ores. Skorzeny's SS 
commandos had then destroyed the rest of the works so thoroughly that the Soviet Union could hardly 
derive any further benefit from the captured Auer works. The Russians also proved successful in 
Czechoslovakia, capturing many of SS General Kammler's German secret weapons laboratories. Of 
course, the USA wanted to prevent this. Thus, as late as April 25, 1945, the Skoda factories in Pilsen 
were attacked by the 8th U’S. Air Fleet. In the process, the three Heinkel He-177 aircraft converted by 
the Germans into atomic bombers were also severely damaged. At the end of the war, Stalin then came 
into possession of Peenemtinde (V-weapons), the Bug peninsula on Riigen (nuclear test site), and Melk 
(atomic bomb factory). The U.S. captured the nuclear sites in Thuringia, southern Germany, and the 
Ruhr area, and the British captured the nuclear research centers in northern Germany and Norway. As 
outlined elsewhere, there was a relatively even distribution of German wonder weapons technology 
between the Western Allies and the Soviets at the end of the war. This was to gain enormous political 
significance in the postwar period. The Americans and Russians were also concerned with control over 
German uranium supplies. Both countries had so little uranium of their own that their programs faced 
failure unless German uranium reserves could be accessed. Thus, for Stalin, the explosion of the 
American (?) atomic bomb over the Japanese city of Hiroshima in August 1945 was a greater surprise 
than his calm behavior at Potsdam would have suggested. After all, the U.S. nuclear weapons program 
was still in serious crisis in the spring of 1945. Failure seemed possible as late as April. Stalin knew all 
this. But then the "miracle* came to the aid of the USA with German help. After their victory, the 
Russians then allowed a group of important German scientists to work on their own atomic project in 
Georgia under the strictest supervision. The Russian and American uranium problem was solved with 


the help of stocks seized in Germany. The uranium mines in Saxony and the Sudetenland were also to 
mine for the Russians from now on. The first Russian nuclear reactor was successfully tested at 
Christmas 1946, and the first Russian atomic bomb was detonated less than three years later, on August 
29, 1949. Chapter 3 Taboo until today! Decisively withheld reserves on the fate of Germany? The Role 
of Lack of Personnel Replacement in the Catastrophe in the East in the Summer of 1944 In June 1944, 
most of the available German divisions in the east were stationed in the first front line. The second and 
third lines of defense had been developed, but they lacked the fresh divisions necessary to occupy these 
positions and prevent encirclement of German units. When the Russian attack began on 22 June 1944, 
the shortage of reserve divisions was so great that the Wehrmacht was forced to use Sicherungsdivisions 
with older soldiers and few heavy weapons as front-line reserves. Thus, the 201st Sicherungsdivision was 
the only army reserve of the 3rd Panzer Army. On the afternoon of 24 June, Field Marshal Busch had 
called for the urgent infusion of at least two divisions to restore a contiguous front line. However, no 
divisions were reportedly available in Germany. All that could be scraped together were two infantry 
divisions, which had already been engaged in heavy fighting elsewhere, two securing divisions, and a 
single armored division. These meager reserves, which were also to arrive many days late, now had the 
task of stopping two Soviet tank armies. The arrival of the 5th Armored Division alone was enough to 
stop the forward Russian units and stabilize the situation at the Vilna River. Then, on July 3, 1944, 
German and Hungarian reinforcements at Stolbtsy succeeded in ending the blitzkrieg phase of the 
Russian offensive, and a small but steady stream of German reinforcements then ensured that the 
Russian advance was slowed to the point of a losing battle for every meter of ground. It is quite clear 
that if the Wehrmacht had had at least twelve more divisions in reserve with "Heeresgruppe Mitte* in 
June 1944, the Russian attack would probably have failed and the battle would have ended much like 
the Soviets' previous winter offensive. Today's American authors also believe that if the available 
German reserves had been released in time in the summer of 1944, the war would certainly have 
prevented the catastrophic collapse of the fronts in the east and also in Normandy.1 But did these people 
even exist? Incredible facts: How many replacements were really held back in the spring of 1944? 
During most of 1943, the replacement army consisted of about one million men: training personnel, 
recruits in training, recovered wounded, and deployable reserves still awaiting their orders to march to 
the front. Thus, by October 1943, about 100000 replacements per month were sent to the Eastern Front. 
Smaller contingents went to theaters of war in the Mediterranean and to the West. Already at the end of 
1943 it became apparent for the first time that no more new troops were sent to the Russian front, the 
first effects of the secret >Walkiire< plan? On November 27 of that year, Hitler had issued another 
order. His aim was that the Wehrmacht and SS should be provided with one million new soldiers to 
fight. Radical measures to mobilize reserves were carried out and resulted in a substantial increase in 
available soldiers to raise new divisions. Although Germany was to reach the peak of strength in 1944 
with 12070000 men in the Wehrmacht, Ersatzheer, Luftwaffe, Navy, and SS, the proportion of 
combatants at the front in June 1944 was nevertheless conspicuously small. In the month of July 1944 
alone, 2.5 million men were in the Ersatzheer. It consisted of 1.3 million men in training, 500,000 new 
recruits, 230,000 cadres and instructors, 200,000 wounded, and 400,000 men in marching battalions 
ready to march to the front.2 The remainder of the reserve army was made up of 700,000 men in 
military hospitals, 30,000 guards for Wehrmacht installations and prison camps, and 97,000 hospital 
attendants. Obviously something was wrong when 400000 fully trained men, about the strength of an 
entire army group, waited idly in the training camps of the Ersatzheer while their comrades bled to 
death outside. In view of the decisive crises in Normandy and White Russia in the summer of 1944, the 
400,000 marching battalions plus at least 200,000 convalescents from the Ersatzheer's stock could well 
have been used to raise new divisions. In fact, the Ersatzheer had more men available in the early 


summer of 1944 than at any other time during the entire war. The release of 600000 men to the fighting 
front in the spring of 1944 would have made little more than a small dent in the normal personnel 
strength of the Replacement Army. At the same time, this increase of 60 new divisions would have put 
the Third Reich in a position to provide effective defense in the decisive months of 

June, July, and August 1944 to conduct effective defensive actions in the East and West. Hitler's "One 
Million Men to the Front< program of 1943 had actually increased the strength of the replacement 
army by one million soldiers, enough to raise not just 60 but 100 divisions. Thus, the apparent lack of 
effort on the part of the Ersatzheer to fulfill its original mission had the effect of depriving the Germans 
of a strategic reserve. The available divisions alone were not capable of stopping the Allied double 
strikes, either in the West or in the East. After July 20, 1944, the Wehrmacht managed to raise 45 new 
divisions within six weeks, too late to stabilize the situation in the war. But even then, the Third Reich 
held out for eight more months. Without those 800000 fallen and wounded German soldiers lost in June 
and July 1944, the war situation could have been very different. "The Search for the Smoking Gun" or: 
How the Withholding of German Reserves Was Planned. The official "Valkyrie< plan was launched in 
the summer of 1941 by General Erich Fromm, commander of the Reserve Army. Originally planned to 
repel enemy parachute attacks on Reich territory or in the event of an uprising by foreign workers, the 
conspirators changed the entire "Valkyrie< concept in 1943. In August/September of that year, this 
official concept was revised again by the chief conspirator Tresckow, who was on leave, and by Count 
von Stauffenberg. The idea now was to use the reserve army as part of the > Walkiire< plan to control 
Germany in the event of Hitler's assassination.1 Previous plans by the conspirators to use the reserve 
army as a coup army had failed because of General Fromm's lack of cooperation. The goal of the 
conspirators was to draw up detailed plans that would ensure that powerful units of the Reserve Army 
throughout Germany would know at the crucial moment what needed to be done and would respond 
immediately and, without question. For camouflage reasons, the official > Walkiire< orders were 
revised a total of 220 times. The exact attribution of responsibility for the changes to these orders is not 
possible today. It is true that two significant additions were made after von Stauffenberg's entry into 
service, but that does not mean that they necessarily came from Stauffenberg. It is therefore likely to 
have been the joint work of a group of planners. Already in January 1943, the American agent Hans 
Bernd Gisevius, who as a civilian was temporarily accommodated in the General 

Army Office at the request of General Oster and General Beck, had revised and supplemented 
"Walktire*. Thus, the serious elaboration of military measures for a coup was carried out by a civilian! 
On October 6, 1943, a supplementary order made all units of the Reserve Army in Germany a part of 
the "Valkyrie* organization. Then, on February 11, 1944, a supplementary order fixed the formation of 
regiments and their areas of operations at vital points and regions. The "Valkyrie* regiments were to 
include two or three infantry battalions, one infantry gun company, one or two antitank companies, two 
or three artillery batteries, and one company of sappers. They had to be available wherever necessary and 
could be called up individually. This was to make them flexible tools in the hands of the conspirators.2 
So it seemed uninteresting if their comrades at the front needed supplies! The >Walktire< orders 
remained highly secret, and few people even knew about them. Since not a single party of SS 
organizations was included in the > Walktire< plan, the conspirators were able to mobilize a military 
force without the knowledge of the NSDAP. General Olbricht's unparalleled knowledge of the 
organization, operations, and staffing of the army enabled him to expand the network of co-conspirators 
and partial initiates to important posts and positions. However, it was never to succeed in installing 
enough confidants in all militarily important districts. Time and again, crucial >Valkyrie< officers were 
transferred to the front lines without the conspirators being able to do anything about it. The plan was 
so far advanced, however, that preliminary exercises were already taking place under various cover 


names. For example, in November 1943, the center of Berlin was occupied for an hour by tank and 
infantry battalions for practice. The pretext was to prepare for the collapse of the civilian government as 
a result of an Allied bombing raid like the one on Hamburg. Who could say >no< to so much zeal for 
service! From the winter of 1943 on, it became important to have as many trained men as possible 
available in the reserve army. For this purpose, the reserve army reduced the flow of replacements to the 
fighting fronts. The explanation given was that the fear of an immediate Allied invasion had ended with 
the attack on Italy, and so there was no need to move reinforcements westward in a hurry. Since at the 
same time the casualty rate in the east had decreased, only a few new replacements were needed there. 
Thus, new recruits and convalescents in Germany were held back far beyond their training period. An 
unbelievable process! Not all conspirators knew about the actions of the replacement army. But those 
who held back 600000 replacement reserve men in the homeland did so with considerable sophistication 
to avoid detection. General Guderian then also reported how the conspirators trickily managed to 
prevent the departure of the combat-capable units of the Lehrtruppen der Panzerwaffe to the East 
Prussian front, which he had ordered on July 17, 1944. In fact, General Olbricht, the leading man 
behind the >Walktire< concept, succeeded in retaining Hitler's confidence until the very end. Thus he 
was able to pursue his plans undisturbed. As late as 8:20 p.m. on July 20, 1944, Keitel sent Olbricht 
personally a telex from the Fihrer's headquarters announcing the appointment of Himmler in place of 
Fromm as commander of the Reserve Army and declaring Fromm's orders invalid. Yet Fromm was a 
prisoner of the Resistance! The German High Command at that time still had no idea of the role 
Olbricht was playing. In fact, the CIA reported in the postwar period that Olbricht was passing 
information about Gisevius to the "Red Three* in Switzerland and thus to the Soviet Union. 
Information about the replacement army was probably the least of the state secrets that flowed out of 
here. In the course of the attempted putsch on July 20, it was then one of the ironies of history that the 
replacement units alerted by the putsch officers did not want to take action against their comrades. In 
most cases, they did not even leave their barracks! Myth or fact: Would the formation of 32 new 
divisions for the Eastern Front in the spring of 1944 have been possible at all? In the spring of 1944, 
there were six corps divisions in Russia with division groups of 16 divisions. Another 60 divisions had 
been merged into combat groups and assigned to other divisions as 3rd Infantry Regiments. 18 divisions 
lacked a single infantry regiment in the east. To fully regenerate these 18 divisions, it would have been 
necessary to take only two combat replacement battalions and one artillery replacement regiment each, 
36 combat replacement battalions in all, from the vast pool of the replacement army at home. This 
process would have created two more divisions, which until then had been part of the corps divisions. 
The 30 divisions that had been merged into combat groups would have required five combat 
replacement battalions per division plus three artillery replacement battalions, for a total of 150 combat 
replacement battalions. In addition, 90 artillery replacement battalions were needed. As a result of these 
measures, 32 new divisions would have been created, including two from the corps divisions.1 Six corps 
divisions would have been disbanded in the process, but they could easily have been offset by the 
upgrading of security and field training divisions that were later used (and perished) in combat in 
Belarus in July 1944. An additional 24 combat replacement battalions could easily have provided the 
manpower necessary to convert these divisions. 216 infantry combat replacement battalions and 90 
artillery replacement battalions would have been necessary for the Eastern Front to form 32 new 
divisions. They were there, they were trained, they were not released. But would there have been 
enough material for the new units? The answer can only be a firm yes, for in the spring of 1944 
Germany's weapons industry was in full bloom. New, superior weapons such as the assault rifle and 
tanks like >Jagdpanther< and "K6nigstiger* arrived at the front. There was still no shortage of artillery 
pieces either, as numerous excellent booty guns and incredible quantities of 8.8 cm anti-aircraft guns 


could also be called upon. Motor vehicles, telecommunication equipment and other shortage materials 
were sufficiently available in the supply depots. It would have worked, if only one had wanted it! 
Instead of this, the reserve army resorted to number fraud in order to be able to better hold back 
operational men from the front. Thus, for example, the unusually large number of soldiers in hospitals 
in hospitals or otherwise wounded, although there had been only limited combat operations on the 
Eastern Front and Italy in the preceding months. Also, 500000 recruits were in training, twice the 
number of draftees per month. Actually, it should have been expected that if 200000 new recruits were 
being drafted per month, 200000 recruits would also complete their training at the end of the month. In 
1944, in fact, few recruits were fortunate enough to get more than eight weeks of training. Many 
required much less because they had prior military experience. The fact is that at least 100000 men were 
misclassified by the conspirators as "recruits in training*. Thus we arrive at the figure of 600,000 
artificially retained men in marching battalions, wounded companies, or "recruits in training*. The 
Secret of the 1944 "Autumn Miracle" The Wehrmacht had lost more men in just two months, July and 
August 1944, than in the previous twelve months. The number of casualties was 16 times the monthly 
average for the previous year. Thus, total German losses on both fronts amounted to 901200 men. 
855000 men were considered missing or fallen. The main losses occurred in the east. The Germans had 
not only suffered unbelievably high losses of men in the bitter battles in White Russia. A large part of 
the available material up to the equipment of entire divisions had also been left behind on the 
battlefields there. In June 1944 alone, 25 divisions were destroyed, followed by another 28 in July. This 
loss occurred at a crucial time, as a similar fate was simultaneously befalling the Wehrmacht in 
Normandy. No reserves seemed available, except for a few divisions serving in Norway, Finland, or in 
the Balkans and Greek islands. Considering these enormous losses, the Western Allies and the Soviet 
Union could have continued their victorious advance to Berlin without pause. After that, the war 
should have ended with a German surrender by October 1944 at the latest. It was to turn out quite 
differently! Despite all the terrible losses it had suffered, the Wehrmacht managed to regain its strength 
in September 1944. It was also called the "autumn miracle". If the Allies had been able to deliver a swift 
coup de grace to the German forces that had been so badly battered during the summer months, this 
could be seen from the monthly loss rates. These should have remained reasonably constant. Instead, 
they fell from 475,000 soldiers lost in August 1944 to 110,000 in September. In October and November 
1944, the number of casualties even dropped to 40000 or less. This indicates that the intense, terrible 
fighting continued, but that the Germans held out. The number of prisoners also decreased drastically, 
from 40,000 in August to 27,000 in September. These were clear indications that the Third Reich was 
no longer on the run, but was once again resisting fiercely.1,2 In the west, the Germans succeeded in 
holding off General Patton in Lorraine and in destroying Allied airborne forces at Arnhem. In the east, 
the Wehrmacht delivered fierce tank battles to the astonished Russians in Hungary and annihilated the 
Soviet tank armies that had entered East Prussia in October. 

By December 16, 1944, the German Army had launched a major offensive in the Ardennes that 
brought the Western Allies to the brink of defeat. As late as January 1945, General Patton for the first 
time ever questioned whether the war could be lost for the Allies. New German offensives were also 
planned in Hungary, and even the liberation of Romania was scheduled for December 1944. Everything 
was intended on the German side only to buy time to hope for a lapse of the Allied coalition and to be 
able to finish developing and producing the miracle weapons that were supposed to turn the tide of the 
war at the last second. The Allied commanders-in-chief were astonished and concerned by this so 
inexplicable resurgence of the Wehrmacht. The losses of the Western and Eastern Allies increased 
alarmingly. The end of the war had long been planned for December 1944 at the latest. Although the 
strength of the Allies was to continue to increase over the next eight months that the war lasted, they 


succeeded in defeating the Third Reich only at the price of enormous losses of their own at relatively 
low German losses. This again shows the exceptional character of the >summer catastrophes< of the 
Wehrmacht in White Russia, Romania and Normandy, which were largely promoted by German 
treachery and sabotage. Despite the "crash program* of August and September 1944 to replace the lost 
divisions, as well as the daring offensives in the Ardennes in 1944, in northern Alsace in 1945, and in 
Hungary in 1945, Germany had not managed to escape the downward spiral triggered by the loss of 
over 900000 men in June/July 1944. Thus, even the "miracle* of German resurgence in the fall of 1944 
is not one on closer examination. No army in the world can create 600,000 well-trained troops together 
with weapons and vehicles from nothing within four weeks. But exactly these reinforcements left the 
Reich for the wavering fronts. In fact, no sooner had the assassination attempt of July 20 failed than the 
Reserve Army had marched off 48 new infantry divisions and 9 shadow divisions within a period of only 
six weeks. By September, these new reinforcements were able to make their presence felt on the fronts, 
where they led to a stabilization of the situation. Here the mystery is solved. A fundamental change for 
the worse for Germany did not occur until the great Soviet winter offensive in January 1945. This has 
already been presented earlier. How decisively did the retained German reserves affect the entire further 
course of the war? Leaving aside treachery and sabotage, one of the main reasons for the catastrophic 
failures of the Wehrmacht in the summer of 1944 in both East and West was the sudden interruption of 
the influx of new units, replacements, and material supplies. Instead of maintaining the replacement 
procedure, which had been tried and tested for years, 600,000 men of well-trained troops of the 
replacement army were held back at home and given senseless marching orders (Allgau!), while at the 
same time the German Normandy Army and the "Heeresgruppe Mitte" went down also for lack of 
reinforcements and supplies. But it could have been different! Then, in August 1944, even a handful of 
pieced-together Wehrmacht and SS divisions, emergencyly released from one army group to another, 
were enough to stop the Soviet offensive in White Russia. A month later, only a few new German 
divisions and armored brigades succeeded in stopping U.S. General Patton in Lorraine in September 
1944. Patton persistently claimed in the aftermath of the war that this was due only to supply problems. 
How to take it! If the Reserve Army had fulfilled its normal obligations in early 1944, it would have 
been possible to provide 60 new divisions for the Eastern and Western Fronts by early summer of that 
year. Such a strategic reserve would have prolonged the war for at least a year. Modern American 
writers then go on to express the belief that the Allies would have saved hundreds of thousands of their 
own casualties by these strange "omissions* and "delays* and: "The performance of the German armies 
would have been bad enough for the Allies even without these reinforcements. The world would owe 
those responsible a debt of gratitude for deliberately withholding German reinforcements. "1 Abused 
trust and the attempt on Rommel's life: How could the sabotage of the Replacement Army have gone 
undetected for so long? Not only had the Replacement Army failed to form new divisions in time for 
the start of the Allied offensives in Normandy and the east, but it also failed to send replacements once 
heavy fighting had broken out. While the armies were desperately calling for badly needed supplies and 
replacements, the Replacement Army sent just 10000 replacements in the first six weeks of Normandy 
fighting to replace combat losses of 110000 men. Inevitably, without personnel replenishment, the 
divisions quickly lost their military punch and eventually had only the strength of battle groups. While 
those responsible apparently succeeded in deceiving Hitler and the commanders on the Eastern Front 
about these unusual conditions until the very end, Field Marshal Rommel in the West sensed that 
something was amiss. Rommel, massively annoyed by irregularities in ammunition and personnel 
supplies, sent a message to Hitler on the morning of July 17, 1944, that in the previous six weeks only 
10,000 replacements had arrived from home for the 110,000 soldiers lost in Normandy. This message 
would have put Hitler in the picture about the actions of the replacement army three days before the 


assassination. There are reasonable doubts whether this message from Rommel was ever sent to Hitler at 
all. Between January and June 1944, the Ersatzheer formed just four "shadow divisions* of the 26th 
Wave from reserve divisions in France, and even these were held back from the front until June 

held back. As the Field Marshal was boarding his heavy passenger car at about 6 p.m. that same day, two 
"British fighter planes* targeted Rommel's vehicle in an attempt to assassinate him. Rommel had met 
with his commanders beforehand, and it is debated today whether he even wanted to drive back to 
Germany. For the conspirators, there was thus maximum danger of being exposed. In all the years 
following this July 17, 1944, no one has been able to provide a plausible explanation as to why two 
"English fighters* were operating in the American air sector of the Normandy Front to attack German 
road traffic. This role was instead performed there by P-47 "Thunderbolts* of the "Ninth Airforce*.1 
This also suggests that, as revealed by me in my book Betrayal in Normandy, Rommel was not attacked 
by an English aircraft, but in fact by a "Spitfire* captured by Germans.2 Finally, the German 
conspirators could not have guessed that there were no "English* fighter-bombers operating at all in the 
sector Rommel traveled on that fateful day, but only American ones. One can only assume that 
Generalfeldmarschall Rommel, who was thus eliminated, knew through his close connections in the 
German military apparatus that very large numbers of troops were being held back in Germany. So far, 
there has been no indication that similar suspicions were voiced by the Eastern Front commanders. 
Probably in order to prevent such dangerous thoughts from arising in the first place, those in charge of 
the Reserve Army had completely replenished the material strength of the existing divisions in the east 
before the start of the major Russian offensive. However, just as few new divisions were sent from 
home, no personnel replacements were sent to the divisions fighting for their survival after the outbreak 
of the major Russian offensive. Here, too, the situation was to change "coincidentally" only after the 
failure of the July 20 assassination attempt in 1944. However, this was already too late to save 
"Heeresgruppe Mitte" in Belarus from being crushed. In fact, the replacement army had worked out in 
detail situations in which replacements were needed quickly. Detailed plans existed for how replacement 
units and training battalions would be alerted in such an emergency. However, these plans were not 
applied until after the suppression of the July 20 uprising. How effective the Ersatzheer could actually be 
in making units available in an emergency situation is demonstrated by the German response to the 
Anglo-American large-scale airborne operation "Market Garden" in September 1944. At that time, the 
Allied operation was to target Arnhem and across quickly captured Rhine bridges into the Ruhr and 
advance toward Berlin. The astonished Allies noted the presence of replacement divisions from Military 
Districts V, VI, X, and XII during this completely failed airborne landing. For this process, units were 
first sent to the front under their replacement divisions and battalion numbers with the suffix K. Men 
who were not fit for combat, or recruits with less than four weeks of training, as well as convalescents 
who could not yet be deployed, remained under the command of their old units (without K 
numbering). Later, replacement divisions, regiments, and other combat units would receive new 
numberings. The speed with which this transformation was accomplished is illustrated by the 
performance of the 180th and 190th Replacement Divisions. They were alerted on 15 September 1944 
to the possibility of an Allied air landing at Arnhem. By 17 September their units were ready to march 
and engaged in combat on 19 September 1944. The infantry officer candidate school at Metz performed 
similarly. It transformed itself within a few days in August 1944 into a capable fighting unit of more 
than 4000 Marrn and drove General Patton to despair by its fierce resistance. This system would also 
have been capable of preventing the collapse of the Eastern Front in June/July 1944. It was not applied. 
On the contrary, as of June 12, i.e. 10 days before the start of the major Soviet offensive, no vacationers 
were allowed to return to the front in the "Heeresgruppe Mitte*. Those in charge thus hoped to raise 5 
to 8 divisions in the home area, but this was bound to further weaken the front divisions.1 As will be 


shown elsewhere, leading officers of "Heeresgruppe Mitte* also had more important things to do in 
June 1944 than to try to find replacements for their endangered front. It must also be remembered that 
Hitler was completely uninformed about the game that was going on. Thus, his concerns about 
converting two Landesschiitzen units to combat status by replacing older men with young recruits was 
one of the main issues for the fateful July 20, 1944 conference. Hitler's increasing decline in health in 
1944 may also have affected his ability to correctly assess an incredible amount of detail. It is obvious 
that people at the Fuehrer's headquarters were ignorant of the machinations in the reserve army up to 
the attempted coup. Here, too, there must have been helpers in the "obfuscation* of the real 
circumstances. One of the victims might have been Erwin Rommel. Rommel was not alone either! 
Chapter 4 >Snake's Nest East< did decisive parts of two German secret services work against their 
comrades? Did intelligence of the >Abwehr< sabotage precise air attacks on the Soviet tank and aircraft 
industry? In anticipation of >Operation Citadel<, not only Russian troop concentrations and transport 
routes on which supplies were rolling to the Eastern Front were attacked from the air. In the last weeks 
before the start of >Operation Citadel<, targeted attacks were also carried out against industrial targets, 
including special armament plants. For these missions, Luftflotte 6 was at times also provided with the 
bombers of Luftflotte 1 ("Army Group North") and Luftflotte 4 ("Army Group South"). This shows 
the importance attached to these air strikes. For example, on June 2, 1943, Luftwaffe combat units not 
only successfully attacked the railroad depot at Kursk, but three attacks on the tank factory at Gorky 
followed between June 4 and 8. This involved an attempted annihilation strike against the huge modern 
GAZ automobile company Nol in Gorky. In the course of three air raids all 50 halls of the company and 
more than 9000 square meters of the company's premises were destroyed. Tragically, up to 15000 people 
were also killed in this disaster. The air raids against the giant company GAZ Nol undoubtedly inflicted 
a heavy blow on the production of this plant, but only on the production of the light tank T-70. It was 
concentrated in GAZ Nol.1,2 Due to completely erroneous intelligence information of the defense of 
Admiral Canaris, the Air Force had concentrated exclusively on the complex GAZ Nol, where more 
than 50 percent of all Soviet light tanks were produced. However, these posed little threat at the front, 
while GAZ No 112, which produced the T-34 tank, was only lightly hit by German scatterguns. The 
Luftwaffe had also failed to inflict any damage at Gorky's other important plants, such as Artillery 
Factory No 92 or the Gorky Aviation Factory, where a quarter of all fighter planes received by the 
Soviet Union between 1941 and 1945 were manufactured. Thus, misinformation by the Abwehr led to 
the concentrated offensive of the German Luftwaffe, to which one could add all still 


